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ACTION FOR REACH OUT WAS OFFICIALLY ESTABLISHED IN 1993. WE OFFER
SERVICES AND SUPPORT TO WOMEN WORKING IN THE SEX INDUSTRY.

WE FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT SEX WORK IS A LEGITIMATE OCCUPATION AND WE
ADVOCATE THE ACCEPTANCE OF SEX WORKERS’ RIGHTS AND DECRIMINALISATION
OF SEX WORK.
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WE BELIEVE THAT,

RIAEED  EAERKRETAE
Ez3 R REMIERE

For the advancement of society, every individual’s
personal freedom, dignity and basic human rights should
be protected and promoted.

HEFEETER - HIFHEENE
EFREANEBEZEEARARE -

Society should embrace diversity and facilitate the
efforts of all sectors to bring about necessary social
change to enable all persons to enjoy their human rights.
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2022 has been another challenging year for AFRO. The pandemic has continued to
affect our work and lives in serious ways, undermining our reach and effectiveness in
performing outreach and service provision. Our attempts to restart various
programmes have had to be suspended yet again because of the fifth wave of
COVID-19 in early 2022. The pandemic in its third year has exacerbated the
uncertainty, financial instability, and mental stress experienced by sex workers. In
2022, a handful of HIV infections were found amongst female sex workers. This was
an alarming development that AFRO has tried to address by expanding our

HIV /AIDS outreach. Staff members, interns, and volunteers have done their utmost
to maintain necessary services through face-to-face interactions, and by expanding
methods of online outreach. Sexual health testing and cervical screening was
provided as often as pandemic measures allowed to ensure that sex workers had
access to the health services and care they needed.
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Meanwhile, our fundraising activities have been suspended for more than three
years. This has caused significant stress on our finances. We have had to look for
ways to streamline our operations. In order to continue the work that we do, it is
crucial for us to revitalise the support from both grant agencies and individual
donors. We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to all members. Your
continuous support would be most appreciated.

Finally, | would like to take this opportunity to thank the entire team at AFRO for
their dedication and hard work through the rough times. In particular, | would like to
thank Kendy Yim for steering the ship in these very challenging times — taking care
of grant applications, administration and management of the office, participating in
everyday operations and outreach, as well as the massive renovation work of the
centre.

| wish everyone a healthier and better year in 2023. We are always stronger
together!
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Another year has passed. And for AFRO, it has not been easy at all.

Just as the pandemic appeared to be slowing down in the second half of 2021, one
by one AFRO’s projects were resumed and new project plan was being developed
under the “new normal”, in early 2022 Hong Kong was once again hit by the
pandemic (the 5™ wave), all projects of AFRO had to be again on hold and the
progress was thus disrupted.

At the same time, the deep impacts of the pandemic on sex workers have become
even more noticeable this year. Income loss and disrupted rhythm of work and life
posed burdens on the livelihood and health (physical and mental) of many sex
workers. Their bargaining power when dealing with clients had been greatly
weakened, leading to increased risk of unsafe sex. After years of no known new
cases, HIV infections were found among female sex workers. Also, because of the
deteriorated financial condition, some older women newly entered the sex industry,
in lack of awareness of various risks in the working environment, whether in terms of
health, personal safety or the law, and are thus left in an extremely vulnerable
situation.
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To deal with the drawbacks, the only choice we have is to stand firm on the front
line, do the groundwork and re-establish the foundation. We are indeed fortunate to
have received various project grants and with that we need not worry too much
about resources for educational work and support services for our service users.

However, we have been financially stressed for general expenditure such as rental
and administrative expenses. Due to the impact of the pandemic on the economy
and public fundraising activities, general donations made to AFRO have dropped
significantly; in the face of rapid changes in the society, some long-term donors have
left Hong Kong and suspended donations. The financial challenge faced by AFRO
was once alarming. And even that now the stress has slightly eased, building
financial stability still remains at the top of the agenda.

For the coming year, we aim to stand firm amidst the changes and steadily move
forward. We hope that, as in the past, we will have your support, now and in the
future. And to all colleagues, volunteers, executive committee members, fellow sisters,
supporters and donors, all we want to say is “Thank you!”
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The major projects in 2021/2022 include the HIV combination
prevention programme funded by the AIDS Trust Fund, the
integrated anti-drug service scheme funded by the Beat Drugs
Fund, and the breast cancer and cervical cancer education
programme funded by the S.K. Yee Medical Foundation.

Under the framework of the integration of various projects,
through different channels including outreach, online
outreach, hotline and the AFRO Centre, we provide sex
workers with physical and mental health education,
information and resource sharing on occupational safety and
laws, as well as sexual health examinations, counselling and
other necessary support and follow-up.

The short-term project on mental health promotion among
female sex workers funded by Jockey Club Charities Trust
ended in June 2021. We are honoured to be supported by the
Mental Health Initiatives Funding Scheme of the Health Bureau
to launch a two-year project on mental health promotion and
support services. The new project would provide a series of
physical and mental health assessment and counselling
services especially for sex workers who play the role of
family carers, and provide information technology support for
golden-age sex workers. Group and community activities
would also be organised to provide support to sex workers.
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Changes in the sex industry caused by the pandemic
continued in the year of 7/2021-6/2022. After several
compulsory temporary closures, more and more sexuval
service establishments simply chose to permanently close
down. It is increasingly common for sex workers to work as
freelancers, meet their clients via social media and conduct
the transactions in an underground setting. AFRO’s outreach
work thus has become even more challenging. In the year of
7/2021-6/2022, we made 2,514 face-to-face contacts with
sex workers via outreach, with noticeable increases in the
total number and the ones of all sub-groups (by workplace
and by nationality) compared to the previous year. However,
the gap between the most current figure and the one before
the pandemic (totally 4,000-5,000 contacts every year) is still
considered significant.
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No. of Outreach Contacts with Sex Workers

m7/2020-6/2021 m7/2021-6/2022
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No. of Outreach Contacts with Sex Workers

m7/2020-6/2021 m7/2021-6/2022
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Faced with a small but still alarming number of HIV infection
cases in the sex worker community, we have extended our
outreach sessions for HIV prevention education and HIV
rapid tests. We have set up a new Facebook page and

through different social media and instant messaging apps, 4 91 4
to deliver relevant education. : - ar - - 5
< - & E
Hong Kong Mainland Thailand The Other

China Philippines



E%THt%?%?:%%@tﬁéx-ﬁTiﬁﬁﬁ
BRI (IR ER KA EASRE) I - XFHZEEHE
(SMS/MMS)TNE BN F M B EN R I EE NI M T 1F
= -

The role that online outreach plays has become more and
more important under the pandemic. In addition to mobile
applications (social media and instant messaging), text or
multimedia messages (SMS/MMS) also help us reach out to
sex workers who are less capable of IT.

A EONR AR TIEE AR

No. of Online Outreach Contacts with Sex Workers
(7/2021-6/2022)

B Private message (Internet forum) B Mobile app SMS/MMS

358969

57 31445
- «
Private message Mobile app SMS/MMS

(Internet forum)
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Before and after the fifth wave of the pandemic, we made
every effort to maintain the operation of the AFRO Centre, to
keep face-to-face contact and communication with and
service provision. The annual number of contacts eventually
slightly increased from 1,491 to 1,643.
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No. of Centre-based Contacts with Sex Workers

m7/2020-6/2021 ®7,/2021-6/2022
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Sex worker with whom we made contact via centre service

are mainly Chinese with Hong Kong identity card. The
second largest group is Mainland Chinese. Under the
pandemic, only a small number of the visitors are from
Thailand, the Philippines, and other Asian and African
countries.
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No. of Centre-based Contacts with Sex Workers
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The centre-based sexual health testing and cervical

screening services were fully restored in July 2021 after the
first few waves of the pandemic, and the outreach testing
services (HIV and syphilis) was also partially restored in
September 2021. Yet, the services were once again
suspended when Hong Kong was hit by the fifth wave of the
pandemic during the first quarter of 2022. Fortunately, the
service could be resumed in the second quarter of 2022.
Within the year of 7/2011-6/2022, the services were used by
sex workers for 806 times.

MIFEERSERUREN/HF=ERERFRE
No. of Times of AFRO Sexual Health and/or Cervix Test
Service Used by Sex Workers
(7/2021-6/2022)

B Hong Kong ® Mainland China ® Thailand ® The Philippines = Africa = Other

752

22 14 5 8 15
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Hong Kong  Mainland Thailand The Africa Other
China Philippines






Mgk xoishs LIEh
Nagomi Pastel Art Trial Workshops




am i
=‘.‘

"Plant" a Good Mood
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Slow Living on Peng Chau Island
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MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Transmission and Prevention

134

Condom Use
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P#ER - ELHESE "% 1 2D HIV/AIDS YouTube ERUSEE ©

Two videos supported by grant funding from Gilead Sciences Inc. are now available on AFRO's
YouTube channel. To review the basics about HIV/AIDS Transmission and Prevention and to learn

more about the 5 most common mistakes of condom use, please check our YouTube playlist.

%% 1 2D FE R

KNOWING HIV/AIDS VIDEOS



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iozvECvEc8&list=PL5pIGidEq6zZxLemTElUZyIAIj9ww_qk1&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iozvECvEc8&list=PL5pIGidEq6zZxLemTElUZyIAIj9ww_qk1&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZZLJjkytL4&list=PL5pIGidEq6zZxLemTElUZyIAIj9ww_qk1&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/user/AFROhongkong/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/user/AFROhongkong/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZZLJjkytL4&list=PL5pIGidEq6zZxLemTElUZyIAIj9ww_qk1&index=2
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COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDERS' CONSULTATION
MEETING 2021 FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF Community Stakeholders' Consultation
RECOMMENDED HIV/AIDS STRATEGIES FOR Meeting 2021 for the development of

HONG KONG Recommended HIV/AIDS Strategies for Hong Kong

From 1994 on, the strategies are developed by the Hong Female sex WO rker
Kong Advisory Council on AIDS (ACA) every five years. =
and male client

They cover surveillance, health promotion and HIV
prevention, treatment and care. Different parties are
engaged in the process of strategy formulation and input of

individuals, groups and organisations as well as the general Event date: 13 July 2021 (Tue)

public are gathered during the subsequent public Time: 10:30 - 14:00

consultation. Event venues: Red Ribbon Centre, Action for Reach Out,

The consultation meeting for female sex workers and their The Society of Rehabilitation and Crime Preventio
male clients was held on 13 July 2021. We were grateful Application deadline: 4 July 2021 (Sun)

that fellow sisters took the time to join the online meeting at
the AFRO Centre, openly shared their valuable opinions on
the current situation in the sex work industry and the related
HIV prevenﬁon work, and voted on the recommendations put Seats will be prioritised for community members if too many applications received;
forward by different groups for priority setting. It is hoped
that the Advisory Council on AIDS can adopt and timely
implement the recommendations, so as to effectively prevent

the transmission of HIV and enhance support to people .
living with HIV. S i Main language for discussion: Cantonese

Welcome all community members, organizations and general
public to support and actively participate in the consultation !

Co-organisers:

Link for application






American Women'’s Association of Hong Kong

Beat Drugs Fund

Department of Family Medicine and Primary Care, The University of Hong Kong
Diagnostix Pathology Laboratories Ltd.

Gilead Sciences Hong Kong Ltd.

Kum Studio

Mental Health Initiatives Funding Scheme

Medskin Clinic Limited




Neo-Health (HK) Ltd.

S. K. Yee Medical Foundation
The AIDS Trust Fund

The Cathedral Clares

The Jockey Club School of Public Health and Primary Care, The Chinese University of Hong
Kong

The Shamdasani Foundation
The Sir Robert Ho Tung Charitable Fund
Willie Wong Conclave No. 479
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afro.org.hk

facebook.com /AFROhongkong
instagram.com /actionforreachout
afrohealth.org.hk
facebook.com/afrocareu

instagram.com/afrocareu
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