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Action for REACH OUT was officially established in 1993.
We offer services and support to women working in the
sex industry. We firmly believe that sex work is a
legitimate occupation and we advocate the acceptance
of sex workers’ rights and decriminalisation of sex work.

AFRO is a registered charitable organisation, a member
of Hong Kong Women's Coalition on Equal
Opportunities, the Hong Kong Coalition of AIDS
Services Organizations, the Hong Kong Council of Social
Service, and the Global Alliance against Traffic in
Women.
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We believe that for the advancement of society, every
individual’s personal freedom, dignity and basic human
rights should be protected and promoted. Society
should embrace diversity and facilitate the efforts of all
sectors to bring about necessary social change to
enable all persons to enjoy their human rights.

We endeavour to ensure that every sex worker has the
rights to:

-- Obtain fair treatment by law;

-- Be free from coercion and violence;

-- Safeqguard her/his own health;

-- Be treated as a person, a service provider, and not as
a commodity;

-- Have the terms of contracts honoured and not
changed without consent.
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Executive Director: Kendy YIM Kit Sum

Senior Programme Officer: Cherry CHUI Man Chi

Programme Officers: Hazel LEUNG Hoi Shan
Sylvan PANG Sze Wan

Social Work Officer (P/T): LEUNG Kai Man (Until 1/2018)
Social Work Assistant: Katie NG KaYi

Accountant (Volunteer): Lucy TAMYee Ha
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XN Theodore YIP Yuk Chun
(6/2017-7/2017)

{58 Tina NG Pui Tin
(6/2017-7/2017)

FBLE Loren MA Lok Yung
(10/2017-4/2018)

{hE % Polly NG Po Ting
(10/2017-4/2018)

{h¥805 Nicole NG Wing Ching
(11/2017-3/2018)

F51EHE Sylvia MAH Tak Shuen
(6/2018-7/2018)

8, 8 Brian CHUNG Chak Heng
(6/2018-7/2018)
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As the chairperson of AFRO this year, | have
witnessed the development of the organisation and
the increase in the number of service users. | would
like to thank all volunteers and staff members for
their support and encouragement. Taking on the role
as chairperson has given me the chance to further
understand the work of AFRO, to exchange with
various partners, and to work together towards social
integration and the acceptance of sex workers.

AFRO endeavours to extend its outreach and drop-in
services to more sex workers, to create an open and
friendly environment for them, so as to facilitate
them to fight for their own rights, to protect
themselves and to build up an even wider and
stronger support network. Once again, thank our
staff team for their efforts!



EEHE

Chairperson’s Report

Vol e %ﬁﬁ
. Actlo for
Dr. Francois FONG REACH OUT

R7IMERNTERER - S0 LIEZTNRE
HEREERRE lﬁb%ﬁ/ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ MIIEEY
MRERERERRRE - HEEREHE -
EALATEMBNRE - BRI RERS -

RARRBVES £ - AefEE E%TKHE’JTJEJ% B3
HERMBEKS BIS AW - B RERE 1HE
E ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ%%m%ﬁiﬂ&/ﬁ’t R IBRY
B mEBEEESERBENGELEIEER
ERABMNEEIREME S -

Apart from social factors, health issues that
sometimes ignored by even sex workers themselves
also concern us. Therefore, we have also
strengthened our work among sex workers on sexual
health promotion and disease prevention.

In spite of all sorts of challenges, | believe that our
team, of great perseverance, will continue the
efforts on public education, communication and
exchange with different sectors. Based on the
missions of the organisation, we are committed to
facilitating the development of an open and fair
social environment for women working in the sex
industry.
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In 2018, AFRO celebrated its 25th anniversary. It may
not be well known that even before it was officially
registered as an association in 1993, the founders of
AFRO had already started outreach inYau Ma Tei,
paying visits to street-based sex workers in the area.

25 years have passed and the sex industry has been
experiencing huge changes. In the old days sex workers
in Hong Kong were mainly local born Chinese, and now
most of them are immigrants, while some are visitors
from other countries or regions. There have also been
changes in the forms of the business, as well as the
roles that the internet and social media play in the
industry.

Needless to say, it is essential to keep up with the times.
All forms, contents and scopes of AFRO’s work have
been very much different from the ones 25 years ago.
What remains unchanged is the belief that nothing
justifies discrimination and unfair treatments that sex
workers suffer.
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With the support from AIDS Trust Fund and Beat Drugs
Fund, in 2017-2018, we started the programmes
“Maintaining Low Prevalence — HIV Combination
Prevention for Female Sex Workers” and “Holistic
Wellness: Integrated Anti-drug Service Scheme for
Female Sex Workers”. Through services including
outreach, online outreach, hotline, centre-based
activities, counselling and referrals etc., we continued
to provided support and HIV and drugs related
education for female sex workers.

At the same time, occupational safety, laws, legal rights
and human rights have still been the core parts of our
empowerment work.
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No. of Outreach and Centre-based Contacts with Sex Workers A%Cto -
REACH OUT

(7/2017-6/2018)

EiE
Nationality

a8

Hong Kong

oh [ X 2
Mainland China

/

JERE

The Philippines
Z= [

Thailand

HA1th
Other

#B 8 Total

EEAR

No. of Contacts
YN Outreach

2017/18

4153 (78.79%)

97 (1.84%)

657 (12.46%)

253 (4.80%)

111 (2.11%)

5271 (100%)

2016/17

3771 (78.33%0)

66 (2.37%)

626 (13.00%)

274 (5.69%)

77 (1.60%)

4814 (100%)

1,0\ Centre-based

2017/18

2272 (85.90%)

239 (9-04%)

65 (2.46%)

24 (0.91%)

45 (1.70%)

2645 (100%)

2016/17
2195 (87.62%)

226 (9.02%)

47 (1.88%)

32 (1.28%)

5 (0.20%)

2505 (100%)
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Outreach and Centre-based Contacts with Sex Workers
(7/2017-6/2018)
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No. of Outreach and Centre-based Contacts with Sex Workers B
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T {EsZFh
Work Place

JENE Bar
~HOKRAEE
Karaoke Nightclub

RENEE[EIEA
Sauna/Hair Salon/Foot Spa
— g

One-sex worker Apartment
{4788 Street

Eth Other
#22] Total

AR

No. of Contacts

4NE Outreach
2017-18

942 (17.87%)
876 (16.62%)

1553 (29.46%)

1623 (30.80%)

275 (5.22%)
2 (0.04%)

5271 (100%)

2016-17

953 (19.80%)
573 (11.90%)

1592 (33.07%)

1498 (31.22%)

198 (4.11%)

0 (0.00%)

4814 (100%)
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10\ Centre-based
2016/17
57 (2.28%)

367 (14.65%)

2017/18
64 (2.42%)

382 (14-44%)

349 (13.19%) 377 (15.05%)

511 (19.32%) 556 (22.20%)

1087 (41.10%) 949 (37.88%)

199 (7-94%)
2505 (100%)

252 (9.53%)
2645 (100%)
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No. of Times of AFRO Clinic Service Used by Sex Workers fto »
(Outreach and Centre-based) (7/2017-6/20218) REACH OUT
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Nationality No. of Times of Service Used

2017/18 2016/17

Ec) 1091 (76.13%) 1036 (79.39%)

Hong Kong

oF [B8] K e 50 (3.49%) 55 (4.21%)

Mainland China

JEEE 209 (14.58%) 168 (12.87%)

The Philippines

2= 40 (2.79%) 37 (2.84%)

Thailand

HAth 43 (3.00%) 9 (0.69%)

Other

#a 2] Total 1433 (100%) 1305 (100%)
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AFRO Clinic Service Used by Sex Workers
(Outreach and Centre-based) (7/2017-6/2018)

2.79% 3%

14.58%

AFRO Clinic Service Users

Hong Kong
Mainland China
The Philippines
Thailand

m Other

3.49%

76.13%
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No. of Hotline Calls Made by Sex Workers fto =
(712017-6I2018) REACH OUT
B R R R B
Nationality No. of Service Used

2017/18 2016/17
i) 1078 (94.89%) 1280 (96.24%)
Hong Kong
oP [ AP 4 (0.35%) 7 (0.53%)
Mainland China
JEREE 18 (2.58%) 10 (0.75%)

The Philippines
7= ¥ 14 (1.23%) 25 (1.88%)

Thailand
HAth 22 (1.94%) 8 (0.60%)

Other

#a 2l Total 1136 (100%) 1330 (100%)
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Hotline Calls Made by Sex Workers
(7/2017-6/2018)
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In the past year, we had organised series of volunteer
training, professional and public education workshops
for those who were interested to know more about sex
workers. We introduced the general situation of the sex
industry, the pressure and harm caused by
stigmatisation, and the risks that they need to face at
work, of (forced) drug use, unprotected sex and
physical and/or sexual abuse.

We have been engaged ourselves in public education
for many years. However, realising that prejudice isin
fact still mainstream, we will never underestimate the
importance of this area of work.
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The Fourth Reports on Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW)

AFRO, along with other members of Hong Kong
Women'’s Coalition on Equal Opportunities, met with
the Chairperson (Ms Chan Yuen Han) and other
members of Women’s Commission on 13 April 2018.
During the meeting, we discussed on various
women'’s issue and expressed our concern over the
fourth reports on CEDAW, urging the government to
follow up on concluding comments made by CEDAW
committee based on the third report, including the
revision of legislations regarding “vice
establishments” for the protection of sex workers.

AFRO also attended the consultation session on the
fourth CEDAW report held by Women’s Commission
on 16 May, as well as Panel on Constitutional
Affairs’s discussion on 21 May, urging the
government to follow up.
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Regular Meeting with the Crime Prevention Bureau

AFRO and other sex workers’ support groups have
had regular meetings with the Crime Prevention
Bureau of the Police Force. At the meetings, we
indicated and expressed concerns over problems
faced by sex workers, as victims of crime, witnesses
or arrested persons, when interacting with the
Police, and demanded improvement.

Apparently, problems cannot be all solved at just
one meeting. However, we appreciate the efforts
and agree that it is important to keep the channel of
conversation and communication open. Only with
that, can problems be seen, identified and hopefully
solved.
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For the period between 7/2017 and 6/2018, we were
honoured to receive generous support from various
agencies for our different areas of work. We feel
compelled to express our grateful thanks to The AIDS
Trust Fund, Beat Drugs Fund, Apple Daily Charitable
Foundation, Ng Teng Fong Charitable Foundation,
Sedan Chair Charities Fund, S.K. Yee Medical
Foundation, The American Women's Association of
Hong Kong and The Sir Robert Ho Tung Charitable
Fund .

The charity sale held on 19 Nov 2017 raised HK$10,003.
And from the AFRO charity walk held on 22 April 2018
and the donation boxes placed in bars in Wan Chai,
HK$25,300 and HK$20,323 were raised.
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We would like to express our most sincere thanks to the following donors and supporters for their generous
help during the year 2017/18.

Apple Daily Charitable Foundation

Beat Drugs Fund
Centre for Asian Philanthropy & Society Ltd.

Department of Family Medicine and Primary Care,
The University of Hong Kong

Diagnostix Pathology Laboratories Ltd.
Kum Studio Ltd.

Neo-Health (HK) Limited
Ng Teng Fong Charitable Foundation

Professional Wills
S.K.Yee Medical Foundation

School of Public Health and Primary Care,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Simply Giving PTE. Ltd.
Sedan Chair Charities Fund
The AIDS Trust Fund

The American Women'’s Associationof HK Ltd.

The Cathedral Clares

The Far East Masonic Associated For Charity
The Incorporated Owners of Bell House

The Shamdasani Foundation

The Sir Robert Ho Tung Charitable Fund

Vita Printing Co. Ltd.

Will's Diamond Ltd.
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